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The following Wednesday night, the prayer
meeting for the boys came at its usual hour.
Ordinarily the boys themselves had a large
part of its conduct. This night, John Meigs
went as he always did, but he asked that the
whole time might be given to him. Then
out of the sacred deeps of his own experience
he brought to the boys the message which
love and pain had brought to him. He tried
to help them understand that night that by
faithfulness and obedience through the com-
mon days they must learn to make Christ
real to their own thought and will if they
would find Him near in the moments of their
some-time need.

It was at this time that he began at the
evening prayers in the schoolroom to use a
phrase which became dearly familiar to those
who listened to him as the years went on:
"We thank Thee, Lord, for what Thou hast
given, for what Thou hast withheld, for what
Thou hast taken away."

Among the copies of his letters in 1892, is
this one to one of the old boys who had lost
his sister:

ts There is something sad, and much more
unutterably beautiful, in the thought of her
transition from earth to heaven at this Easter
season. There will be to you and the other
boys a new impulse and influence heaven- con-lf unable to drop back into the old
